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With eight attorneys on the roster, 
David Wise and Francis Morrissey 
never expected to see their firm’s 

name at the top of the Jury Verdict Reporter 
rankings. But, after the January 2020 addition 
of their mentor, Robert Bingle, personal injury 
firm WiseMorrissey now claims the top spot in 
the 2021 Jury Verdict Reporter’s Settlements 
Report. 

During this year’s cycle, WiseMorrissey had 
12 cases reach a settlement agreement for a 
total dollar value of $110,482,500. The top set-
tlement was a $90 million work injury case 
where the client sustained severe burns, requir-
ing the amputation of both arms at the shoulder. 

“I don’t know if we ever really envisioned our-
selves at the number one spot because we’re 
such a small firm,” Wise said. “We are always 
happy to be in the top-five or so every year. On 
a per capita basis we do pretty well.”  

  
DEADLINES DRIVE ACTION 
Wise says despite the court slowdown, the firm 
is still seeing cases settle. During the trial that 
led to WiseMorrissey’s $90 million settlement, 
Wise says a six-hour motion hearing was the 
critical juncture that spurred actions. 

“One of the motivating (factors) procedurally 
in this case was a very big motion for summary 

judgment pending,” he said. “Depending on 
which way it went could have had a dramatic ef-
fect on a verdict value. I think there were some 
grave concerns on the part of the defense that 
were they to (lose that) issue it would be a big 
problem for them.” 

“There was a lot riding on that. Just as the 
threat of a trial or waiting for a jury to come 
back can initiate a very earnest settlement dis-
cussion, the effect of this ruling was similar.” 

This major case was brought to WiseMorris-
sey by Bingle, and he feels everything lined up 
perfectly to get the client the appropriate set-
tlement. Bingle said he had a very close rela-
tionship with the plaintiff, juggling being a 
counselor, big brother and friend throughout the 
process. 

“We had this absolutely wonderful plaintiff, 
who had some of the most catastrophic injuries 
that I’ve certainly ever seen. When you put that 
all together it was just a confluence of events 
that put us in a position where we could settle it 
and get the offer that we did.”  

Bingle added: “We got into one area of law 
where it allows us to help people…certainly al-
lows us to, at certain times in our careers, go 
home at night and say that we really did some-
thing to change someone’s life. This is one 
(case) where working together with my two 

partners here (David and Frank) it’ll change this 
man’s life.” 

 
BUSY, BUSY, BUSY 
“We’re still cranking away,” Wise said of the 
current workload at WiseMorrissey.  

Wise says he was in a courthouse a couple of 
times this past year and Morrissey said he 
didn’t enter a courtroom at all. Both report that 
the work kept coming in. 

“I do most of the medical malpractice work 
from here and we saw a major slowdown,” he 
said. “Zoom is a good thing in terms of moving 
cases along. But I do believe in the medical 
case, it’s important to actually be present for 
the depositions of the physicians and nurses. 
It’s important in those types of cases to actually 
eyeball those folks and see how they handle the 
tough questioning and all the things that go 
along with in-person depositions.” 

Despite the lack of courtroom action, Morris-
sey says he’s happy that the work still con-
tinues to flow in. 

“That did not stop the calls from coming in, 
the emails from coming in,” Morrissey said. “We 
have a presence out there. People were still 
being hurt by professional negligence. We are 
ready to take on new clients and matters.” 
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